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The House Love will Build 
campaign is seeking to raise 
€10 million to complete the 
construction of a unique ‘home-
from-home’ for the families of 
Ireland’s most critically ill children.

The new Ronald McDonald House will sit at 

the very heart of the New Children’s Hospital 

and will enable families to stay together in 

the hospital while doctors battle to save their 

and urgently needed support to thousands of 

exhausted parents and traumatised children for 

generations to come.

For some families, it will be a place of 

celebration and joy.

But for every parent and every child who stays 

there, it will be the most important House in the 

world.

You can help us build it.



Building the new Ronald McDonald House.

Our Greatest Challenge.

Our Greatest Opportunity.

 the Voluntary CEO, explains the challenge and 
opportunities that lie ahead.

Hospital has provided a vital home-from-home to the families of 
critically ill children. 

Our mission is simple. We keep families together, close by their 
sick child, so that they can care for each other and cope with the 
unimaginable trauma they are facing. 

But today, as work begins on the New Children’s Hospital, we are 
faced with our greatest challenge.

In order to continue to provide the same level of essential care and 
support to families we must build a new House, at the very heart of 
the new hospital campus. 

But that great challenge is also our greatest opportunity. 

the incredible support of the our volunteers, our business partners 
and all the inspiring individuals whose vison and compassion have 
kept our House open for the families who need it most.

And today we need your vison, your compassion and your 
generosity more than ever. With your support we now have the 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to build a House for all the families 
who will need us. The proposed Ronald McDonald House will have 
53 family bedrooms allowing us to care for over 800 families every 
year – increasing our capacity by over 165%.  

Together we can build a permanent and lasting support for the 
families of the most critically ill children in Ireland  – one that will 
touch the lives of thousands of families for many years to come.

For 16 years the Ronald McDonald House on the grounds of Crumlin 

For the last 16 years Ronald McDonald House has relied entirely on 



Ronald McDonald 

House Charities 

- Providing expert care for families

Providing accommodation for the 

families of the most seriously ill 

children was a key element of the 

plans for the new hospital from its very 

inception.

That is why the HSE and the Hospital 

Development Board have allocated a 

prime central, location for a new Ronald 

McDonald House at the heart of the 

new hospital campus.

Ronald McDonald House Charity 

is the world’s leading organisation 

specialising in providing dedicated 

accommodation for the families of 

seriously ill children. 

House opened in 1974 

RMHC has worked tirelessly with 

medical professionals across the world 

best care for families supporting sick 

children in hospital.  

Ronald McDonald Houses worldwide, 

supporting families in 90% of the 

world’s leading children’s hospitals. 

Together they form an extraordinary 

resource of information, expertise, 

research and innovation – ensuring 

that each Ronald McDonald House can 

provide the very best possible support 

to the families of critically ill children.
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Keeping families together.

“ Ronald 
McDonald 

  House changes 
  everything.”

- Maeve Fitzgerald

There is no more powerful medicine in the world than 

the love of a parent for their child. 

So when a child is critically ill and clinging to life in 

hospital it is essential that their parents and family can 

be at their side to provide them with the constant love 

and support they need.  

But those exhausted parents and traumatised families 

also need our care and support.

When a mother spends every day clinging to her 

infant baby’s hand in ICU the basic comforts of a home 

cooked meal and a good night’s sleep are a priceless 

lifeline. For a parent caring for a seriously ill child for 

months on end, having a place to shower or wash their 

clothes can be the most precious gift in the world. 

Ronald McDonald House provides families facing 

the most unimaginable ordeal with the vital support 

dedicated volunteers work around the clock to ensure 

that all our families’ needs are met – leaving them free 

to focus all of the attention on caring for their sick child 

and supporting each other.





After many years of debate and 

negotiation construction on Ireland’s 

new, and urgently needed, children’s 

 will bring 

Ireland’s three leading children’s 

Hospitals (Temple Street, Crumlin and 

Tallaght) together under one roof for 

national centre for paediatric care. 

Providing families with immediate and 

unhindered access to the hospital is 

essential. As a result the Health Service 

Executive (HSE) have provided a prime 

and central location for the new Ronald 

McDonald House in the new hospital 

grounds – enabling families easy 

access to their child’s ward without 

ever having to step outside.

The special House we are building.
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“ Every night around half past ten a group 
of us would meet to chat over a cup 
of tea at that top corner table in the 
kitchen. They were the only other people 
who knew what I was going through at 
that moment in time. 

   And that meant so much to me.” 

– Sandra Ryan

 



How Ronald McDonald House will 

with critically ill children.

To ensure that our new House 

could continue to provide the same 

remarkable support to the families 

of seriously ill children, Ronald 

McDonald House Charity assembled 

a unique group of medical experts, 

engineers and stakeholders to help 

design the new House. At the heart 

of that advisory group was the voice 

of the families who have stayed here.  

Every inch of the new House was 

unique needs of parents and families 

of seriously ill children.

Direct access to the 
Hospital for families.

When a child is critically ill their 

condition can change at a moment’s 

notice. The new Ronald McDonald 

House will sit at the very heart of the 

new hospital campus – 

allowing families immediate and 

easy access to the hospital.

53 fully equipped 
family rooms.

A good night’s sleep is priceless. 

Each family room in the new House 

will be ensuite and will sleep a 

family of four – with extra sleeping 

arrangements available for larger 

families.



Ensuring privacy when 
it is needed.

The new House will contain a 

specially designated ‘Quiet Room’

moments of peace 

and relaxation.

Family living areas to 
Enable normal family life.

Togetherness is essential in order 

to maintain a sense of normal 

family life. The new House will be 

divided into family living areas 

providing kitchen, playroom

 and laundry services.

Play areas and recreation 
rooms for children 

of all ages.

Research indicates that play is an 

important part of a child’s ability to 

cope. The new Ronald McDonald 

House will have numerous play areas 

children and their siblings. 

Keeping families in 
constant contact.

Each room will provide parents 

with a direct and dedicated 

phoneline to their child’s ward 

in the hospital so they never 

feel removed from their children 

and can be reached immediately.



“ Aideen was very sick for a long time after her 

transplant. Having the House on the grounds 

of the hospital meant we could take her out 

for short periods to see her brother and sister. 

They went out to the garden to play together 

and we could sit down and have a family 

meal. Aideen was still very sick but to get her 

out of the hospital for even an hour meant the 

world to us.” 

- Rosie Conneely 



Our Nation’s Home From Home.

The new Children’s Hospital will be 

the centre for the care and treatment 

of critically ill children from all over 

Ireland. 

The new Ronald McDonald House 

will be a vital home-from-home for 

families from every county and every 

town in Ireland.

families from all over Ireland.

The average length 
of a family’s stay in 
the Ronald McDonald 

The longest stay by one 
family in the Ronald 
McDonald House has 

The Ronald McDonald 
House will support 
families from every 
county, town and village 
in Ireland.

 

House is 24 days.

been 889 nights  – 
that’s over 2 years.
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Families By County 

Total Families: 4,274
Munster: 2,000 | Leinster: 951

Connacht: 826 | Ulster: 492
Total Bed Nights: 100,324

Families Outside Ireland
London: 2 | Netherlands: 1

Morocco: 1 | Slovak Republic: 1

1

beside CHI at Crumlin has cared for 

The Ronald McDonald House 



“ I thought I would be able to cope.  

But I wasn’t. It was just 24 hours of 

sleeplessness because Pádraig was 

really, really ill. But Séamus and our 

daughter Julia were able to stay 

together in the House. That was so 

unbelievably important for us.”  

- Maeve Fitzgerald



The importance of the Ronald 
McDonald House

When I started in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital I 

saw families sleep in hallways, sitting upright all 

night in chairs beside their child or lying on paper 

thin mattresses literally under their child’s bed 

as there was no room for them. I am delighted 

to say that because of the Ronald McDonald 

House Charity parents have been able to get a full 

comfortable night’s sleep – a healthy breakfast 

and a sense of normality that enables them to 

engage 100% in the care and recovery of their 

child.

Children don’t cope well with uncertainty and 

having to spend time in hospital is very stressful 

for them. As adults, we are more resilient – we 

can draw upon existing relationships, experiences 

and information to help us cope with our illness 

–children don’t have that advantage – they only 

really know what mum and dad tell them and they 

rely totally on that.

That in turn puts huge strain on parents and can 

be very emotionally draining on the parents, and 

tired, stressed and emotionally vulnerable parents 

can mean that the needs of the child can go 

unmet.  

If we can provide children with certainty and 

assurance that they can wake up and know 

their parents are there for support, we know that 

recovery for those children is far less traumatic.

 



How the Ronald McDonald House 
transforms the lives of children 
and their families. 

Reduces 
stress

Removes 

worries

children are hospitalised for more than three days. 

Staying in the Ronald McDonald House can greatly 

reduce stress levels by allowing families to stay together 

and providing the simple comforts of a good night’s 

sleep and a home-cooked meal every day.  

Most families could never meet the cost of supporting 

their critically ill child in hospital. In total the 20 families 

currently in the Ronald McDonald House in Crumlin 

hospital save over €700,000 a year in accommodation, 

meals and parking costs.  

Repeated studies prove that 
support from family and friends 
is the single most important 
ingredient when it comes to 
coping well with trauma.

Keeping families together:



Increases 
quality 

of life

Improves 
coping 

skills

Provides 
unique 

solidarity and 
support

Plays an 
important 

role for 
Families

A study of over 2,000 family members found that 

families believed the proximity of the Ronald McDonald 

House to their hospital helped them stay together during 

quality of life and of their sick child’s recovery. 

Research published by Family, Systems & Health (2013) 

stated that families staying close to the hospital are 

well-being – vastly increasing their ability to cope and 

support their child and participate more thoroughly in 

their child’s care. 

What makes the Ronald McDonald House so unique is 

the extraordinary bond that forms between the families 

who stay here. Parents who stay in the Ronald McDonald 

House single out the great solidarity with other parents 

in the House as a major factor in their ability to cope.

A strong majority of hospital administrators worldwide 

and important role for families. Over 90% agreed that 

Ronald McDonald Houses reduced stress and costs to 

families.

Better 
quality of 

sleep

Parents who sleep at Ronald McDonald House enjoy 

greater sleep quality than those who stay at the 

pediatric bedside.

- Lantz et al., Journal of Health Organization and Management (2015) 

- Franck et al., Medical Care Research and Review (2015)

- Sanchez et al., Archivos Argentinos de Pediatría (2014)

- Franck et al., Families, Systems, & Health (2013)

- Wray et al., Journal of Child Health Care (2011)

- Nabors et al., Families, Systems, & Health (2013)

- Franck et al., Behavioral Sleep Medicine (2013)

- Nabors et al., Issues in Comprehensive Pediatric Nursing (2013) 

- Dexter et al., Journal of Perinatology (2004)



“ There is no amount of 

words that can express 

how important the Ronald 

McDonald House is.”

Susan Ahearn’s beautiful young daughter 

Olivia has spent much of the last two years 

King’s Hospital London, while surgeons tried 

to remove the tumour on her liver and stop 

the constant bleeds in her abdomen.

And for every minute of that terrifying 

journey Susan has remained at her 

beside her. Susan recalls those long dark 

nights.

“ There were so many times we didn’t 
know if Olivia would wake up or 
survive. She had three ten hour liver 
surgeries in two years. And each 
time there was no guarantee she 
would survive.”

“ Both your kids need you and I need 
them. And I need my husband. 
There was one stage where I didn’t 
see Christian or Colin for nine and 
half weeks. You’re not  prepared 
for that  massive upheaval.  
Watching Olivia cry herself to sleep 
every night because she missed 
her brother and her father. That 
was our life for two years.  It was 
awful. It was an absolute living 
nightmare.”

But Olivia’s big brother Christian also 

needed the care and devotion of his parents.  

Christian was born with a condition called 

hydrocephalous, and had already undergone 

three critical neuro- surgeries before Olivia 

was even born.  So while Susan remained 

with her daughter in hospital, her husband 

Colin had to stay at home in Cork to care for 

Christian.

But when Susan and her family moved into 

the Ronald McDonald House, everything 

changed.  Colin and Christian were able to 

regularly come up from Cork - meaning 

they could remain together as a family 

without ever leaving Olivia’s side.

The Ahearne 
Family



The doctor came running up to me saying Olivia would 
have to be airlifted to London for emergency surgery. I 
walked over to the Ronald McDonald House and I stood 
in the kitchen and I didn’t know what to do. I just stood 
there in a daze. I was in complete shock. I remember 
thinking ‘my legs aren’t working’.  

Then another mother, whose daughter was very sick, 
came over and just held me.  I remember her saying ‘let 
it all out now and then go back’.  And I just cried and 
cried and cried. Then Jenny and Sheena, the House 
managers, packed my suitcase and walked me back 
over to the hospital, literally holding me up. 

Without the Ronald McDonald House at that moment I 
would have fallen to pieces completely.” 

– Susan Ahearn, Olivia’s mum.

“



Niall Brown 
CEO of Dawn 
Meats, one of 
Ireland’s largest 
food distributors 
since 1980.

“ Dawn Meats is a nationwide business so 

you are constantly coming across people 

who were supported by the House. Only 

recently I had a supplier stop me to say 

‘thank you’ for supporting the House 

because his family had stayed there 

when his new born son was seriously ill. 

I have also been delighted to have been 

part of an advisory committee for the new 

House. When you see the plans for the 

House, it’s just ideal.

 As far as I’m concerned Dawn Meats   

 will continue to support the Ronald 

  McDonald House for as long as  

  possible and I would urge any other    

  business to do the same. What they 

  are doing is important and unique.”

“ We could not exist without 
the help and support of our 
many wonderful business 
and corporate sponsors”

– Marian Carroll Volunteer CEO

RMHC Ireland.

The importance of supporting 
the Ronald McDonald House 
– Our donors’ view.

 

David Bobbett, CEO H&K International

 

Thomas Kiely, Global Account Director, Kerry Group 

Gary Comerford, Director | Healthcare, Linesight 

“Families staying in the Ronald McDonald House need a good
 night’s sleep more than anybody. We are very proud to have

 donated the King Koil mattresses at the current House and are 
delighted to make the same commitment for the 53 bedrooms 

that will be available at the new House. RMHC Ireland provide 
an amazing service for families and Kaymed are honoured to 

be able to support the wonderful work they do.”

“H&K are very proud to be associated with RMHC, our
 charity of choice in more than 20 countries we are 

involved in. We are delighted to support Marian
 and the team and help make this amazing new House
 a reality. It will make a real difference to families 

staying there at a time when they are most vulnerable.”

Claire Bergin, Manager | Corporate Responsibility, Deloitte Ireland 

“At Kerry we are very proud to have built a trusted 
partnership with McDonald’s & RMHC Ireland for over 30 
years. Supporting the Communities in which we operate is 

a Core Value of the Kerry organization. Kerry is honoured 
to be involved in the incredible work undertaken by Marian

 and all the team at RMHC Ireland.”

“Deloitte love our partnership with the Ronald McDonald 
House. They are a fantastic charity to work with and provide 

excellent opportunities for volunteering. The RMHC team 
provide a fabulous warm, homely and caring environment 

for the families that need their support. Deloitte are so proud 
to playeven the smallest of roles in making this happen.”

“Linesight is proud to work with the Ronald McDonald 
House, providing cost consultancy and budgeting services 
for the proposed new 53 bedroom House. We recognize the 

fantastic work that the charity does in assisting the
 families of sick children, and we are delighted to support it.”

CEO Kaymed



To Date The Ronald McDonald House has 

not recieved any state funding. Everything 

we do is entirely dependent on the 

incredible support and generosity of our 

families, our volunteers and our corporate 

partners. It takes all of their extraordinary 

commitment to keep our doors open and 

provide our families with the support and 

basic facilities they need every day.  

Building a new House for the thousands of 

families who will need it most, is a unique 

opportunity and a unique challenge. 

That is why we are now reaching out to 

dedicated business leaders and visionary 

philanthropists like you to ask you to 

open your heart and join us on this 

incredible journey.

The House Love will Build campaign 

is your opportunity to be part of the 

inspirational family of donors and 

supporters who together are helping to 

build a vital home-from-home for the 

families of seriously ill children. 

The new Ronald McDonald House will 

and equip. The The House Love will Build 

campaign has been launched to raise the 

By sponsoring a room in the new House 

you will be making a profoundly important 

families. Your support will make it possible 

for parents of critically ill children to have 

the time to  comfort their children when 

they need it most.

The mportant role 
you can play.

Please Join Us. 
Your vision and compassion 
can help build a home 
that will touch the lives of 
thousands of critically ill 
children and their families 
for many years to come.

help, contact Marian at: 
01 456 0436 
or email marian@rmhc.ie

Estimated cost of the New 
Ronald McDonald House: 

Sponsor a room 
opportunities:   

New House
Completion Fund Target:

€10 million

cost an estimated €20 million to build 

by 2023.

€20 million



Why it is so vital to build the new 

ICU I had to stay in the hospital. 
I had just had a C-Section and 
I had to get up in the middle 
of the night and go down 
a corridor to use a shared 
bathroom.  I was so worried 
about infection. It was horrible.  

  I cried every day I was there”. 

– Ann Marie Fortune describes life for a
parent in a children’s hospital 

before moving into 
The Ronald McDonald House.

Ronald McDonald House by 2023.
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The Countdown
has started.

As soon as the new hospital 
opens the most seriously ill 
children from all over the country 
will immediately be transferred 
there for life-saving treatment. 
It is essential that their families 
be able to access specialised 
accommodation within the hospital 
grounds.   

The House Love will Build 
Campaign has already raised in 

asking you to help us reach our 

donation to our new Home. Your 
generosity will provide essential 
support for families so they can 
focus on what’s most important - 
their sick child.  

But we must act quickly.  The clock 
is ticking. The opening day of the 
new hospital is fast approaching. 

excess €9 million. We are now 



“The xtraordinary things that happen 
here.”

Martin Foy knows just how important it is 

for a family to be together when faced with 

serious illness. 

Just moments after Martin’s wife Margaret 

gave birth by C-Section to twin baby girls 

it became clear that one of the babies was 

critically ill. Baby Rosie was immediately 

rushed to Crumlin Hospital with Martin at her 

side, while Margaret remained in Cork with 

baby Muireann.

For the next ten days their family was 

separated as doctors began to discover 

just how seriously ill Rosie was. Rosie was 

diagnosed with a cleft palette but soon it 

was discovered that she had serious issues 

with her heart and spine.

“ I thought I was strong. But when 

you hold a ten-pound baby in 

for life with every breath – and 

every second you think you 

might lose her – that’s when 

you learn how weak you are 

and how much you need the 

constant support of other 

people. That’s what the Ronald 

McDonald House provides for 

families. The support I got from 

and from my wife and child, 

none of that would have been 

possible without the Ronald 

McDonald House”.

After ten agonising days, Margaret was 

Martin and his family remained together in 

the Ronald McDonald House for a further 

8 weeks. And over the next few years 

they world turn many times as Rosie 

underwent 13 separate surgeries. 

Today Rosie is healthy and well but 

Martin and his family will never forget the 

extraordinary support that they received 

in the Ronald McDonald House. That is 

why Martin now serves as a member 

ensuring that the wishes of the families 

were incorporated into the design of the 

new Ronald McDonald House.



Kim’s father Fred was a well known football 

player with the Philadelphia Eagles. So he 

turned to his team mates for help and began 

– one that continues to grow every day. He

recruited the help of Philadelphia Eagle’s

general manager Jim Murray who in turn

asked his friend Ed Rensi for help.

Ed was regional manager for McDonald’s

now famous Shamrock Shake to the fund.

In return the House was named after the

restaurant’s mascot, Ronald McDonald.

McDonald House was opened. And today 

Kim’s wonderful legacy continues to grow. 

Right now there are 365 Ronald McDonald 

Houses in 43 countries all over the world.

Why we call it Ronald McDonald House 

Our relationship with McDonald s

McDonald’s worldwide has continued to be a loyal RMHC mission partner since 

ways. McDonald’s customers generously donate as much as €500,000 every year towards 

the running costs of our House in Crumlin. McDonald’s many suppliers kindly support all 

RMHC activities every year.

Where does our support come from?

Ronald McDonald House Charity is a completely independent charity whose mission is to 

care for the families of Ireland’s sickest children. The Ronald McDonald House currently 

receives no state funding. We depend on the generosity of the McDonald’s system 

and wonderful array of sponsors and corporate donors. Thank you all.



What you will receive

Your name on your room.

When you sponsor a room in the new Ronald 
McDonald House a personal plaque will be 
permanently displayed – bearing your name and 
any message you wish to send to the families 
who stay here.

A commemorative plaque of your 
own.

You will receive your own personal plaque 
acknowledging your support for the House – to 
display in your own business. You will receive 
regular updates from the Ronald McDonald 
House including our Annual Report.

Your name in all New House 
Publications.

You and your wonderful gift will be 
acknowledged and celebrated on the Ronald 
McDonald House website and in all our 
publications relating to the new House – unless of 
course you wish your gift to remain anonymous.

A special invitation.

As a founding sponsor of the House you will 
always be welcome to visit. You will also receive a 
special invitation to tour the new House and see 
the room you have sponsored.

A specially commissioned plaque for 

Sponsors of our Main Kitchen, Reception, Gardens 
and Family Kitchens will be commemorated in 
a specially commissioned sculpture which will 
stand proudly at the heart of our new House.

The deep appreciation of our families.

We will pass onto you the message of thanks that 
are left by the families who have stayed in the 
room you sponsor.

Most importantly you 
will have the deep and 
profound satisfaction 
of knowing that 
your gift is providing 
the most essential 
support to the families 
of the most critically 
ill children.

It takes Hands 
to build a House but 
only Love can build 
a Home.



Building Hope

A special message from the Chairperson 

of the board of Ronald McDonald House Charities.

When a child is critically ill and 

important and impactful thing that 

we as a community can do to help, 

is to ensure that their family can stay 

close by their side, to comfort and 

care for them through the long and 

terrifying ordeal they are facing.

McDonald House has been doing 

just that – Keeping families close. 

Now we have the extraordinary 

opportunity to build a new home 

for all the families of Ireland’s most 

seriously ill children. 

I urge you, if you can, to join us 

on this incredible journey. With 

your support we can build a truly 

remarkable legacy of care and 

support – one which will touch the 

lives of thousands of families for 

generations to come.

Dr. Bruce Mithcell 

(MBBCh,FRCP,FRCPI)

For over 16 years the Ronald 
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